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refused to take an unjust and dangerous oath which he exacted of his
suffragans, that they would do nothing but by his advice.   Bruno began
to discharge his pastoral office by the reformation of the clergy and monks,
whom he considered as the most illustrious portion of the flock of Christ,
and the salt of the earth.    By his care the monastic discipline and spirit
were revived in the great  monasteries of Senones, Jointures, Estival,
Bodonminster,  Middle-Moutier,  and St Mansu or Mansuet    He re-
formed the manner of celebrating the divine office and performing the
church music, in which he took great delight.    A soul that truly loves
God makes the divine praises the comfort of her present exile.    The
saint was indefatigable in his labours to advance the service of God and
the salvation of souls.    Amidst his great actions, it was most admirable
to see how little he was in his own eyes.   He every day served and washed
the feet of several poor persons.    His life was an uninterrupted severe
course of penance, by the practice of secret austerities and a constant
spirit of compunction.    Patience and meekness were the arms by which
he triumphed over envy and resentment, when many strove to bring him
into disgrace with the emperor and others.   Out of devotion to St Peter,
he visited once a year the tombs of the apostles at Rome.   After the death
of Pope Damasus II in 1048, in a diet of prelates and noblemen, with
legates and deputies of the church of Rome, held at Worms, and honoured
with the presence of the pious Emperor Henry III, surnamed the Black,
Bruno, who had then governed the see of Toul twenty-two years, was
pitched upon as the most worthy person to be exalted to the papacy.
He being present used all his endeavours to avert the storm from falling
on his head;   and at length begged three days to deliberate upon the
matter.    This term he spent in tears and prayers, and in so rigorous a
fast that he neither ate nor drank during all that time.   The term being
expired, he returned to the assembly and, hoping to convince his electors
of his unworthiness, made a public general confession before them of the
sins of his whole life, with abundance of tears, which drew also tears from
all that were present:  yet no man changed his opinion.   He yielded at
last only on condition that the whole clergy and people of Rome should
agree to his promotion.   After this declaration, he returned to Toul, and
soon after Easter set out for Rome in the habit of a pilgrim; and alighting
from his horse, some miles before he arrived at the city, walked to it and
entered it barefoot.   He was received with universal acclamations and his
election ratified.   He took possession of the see on the lath of February
1049, under the name of Leo IX, being about forty-seven years old.
He held it only five years, but they were filled with good works. ^ He
laboured strenuously in extirpating simony and the incestuous marriage*
which many noblemen had presumed to contract.    In a journey wtacb
he made into Germany he signalized all his steps with religious actions,